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4/29/2026   

                                   Final Minutes      

           

NEW YORK MILLS CITY COUNCIL   

City Center Council Chambers 

 118 N Main Ave. New York Mills, MN 

                                                           April 14, 2026 

                                                            4:30 p.m. 

    

CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM   

 

Call to Order   The regular meeting of the New York Mills City Council was called to order at 4:30 

pm in the Council Chambers of the City Center building at 118 N Main Ave, New York Mills, 

Minnesota, all members of the Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be 

transacted.     

   

Members Present    Hetland, Hammond, Grotheer, Nesland, Maki 

   

Members Absent    None 

   

Staff Present Police Chief Bobby Berndt, Public Works Director Kyle Mattson, City Clerk 

Treasurer Julie Roberts, Administrative Assistant Cheri Kopveiler 

Guests Present Chad Koenen-NYM Dispatch, Brian Horn 

Call to Order   The meeting was called to order by Mayor Hetland at 4:30 pm. A quorum was 

present.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Additions, Changes or Deletions to Agenda and Approval of Final Agenda – Clerk Roberts asked 

that an addition be made to the agenda: New Business Item D: OTC Household Hazardous Waste 

Collection Day. 

 

A motion was made by Nesland to approve the final agenda with addition to New Business. 

Motion was seconded by Hammond and carried by unanimous vote.    

   

   Approval of Minutes –    

   

   A motion was made by Grotheer to approve minutes from the March 10, 2026 Regular 

Meeting as presented.   Motion was seconded by Hetland and carried by unanimous vote.    

   

Communications & Recognitions- Mayor Hetland referred to a NYM Regional Cultural Center 

thank you for the City’s sponsorship donation.  
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Department Reports -  

   

Liquor Store Report – Manager Lana Jacobson’s report was included in the packet. Combined gross 

sales for the month were up 15% from prior year.  Combined COGS were up 1 % as a percentage of 

sales from prior year. Payroll expenses were down 2.71% as a percentage of sales from last year.  Net 

revenues for the month of March were flat as a percentage of sales from prior year. Year-to-date Net 

Revenues are up 5.16% as a percentage of sales from prior year.  Councilor Hammond commented 

that Lana has done a fantastic job with the new manual.  

 

A motion was made by Hammond to acknowledge receipt and review of the Liquor Store 

Report as presented. The motion was seconded by Maki and carried by unanimous vote.   

 

Fire Dept Report- Chief Roder’s report for March was included in the packet. The Department 

responded to 41 calls in March, with 31 being medical, 7 fires (including 3 house fires), 1 motor 

vehicle accident, 1 missing person and 1 mutual aid to assist Bluffton Fire. March training was 

conducted with OTC Drug Task Force regarding illegal drugs entering the county, what to look for as 

well as how to treat patients and possible firefighter exposure. Kyle Mattson from Public Works will 

be conducting gas and pipeline safety training for the department. April medical training will be about 

head trauma, signs of, how to treat, and when to call for life flight. Fire training will contain pump 

operations and the possibility of conducting a wildland fire training depending on conditions. Dept 

members will be inviting possible recruits to attend and observe training exercises. The Department 

is on pace for a record number of calls this year with 88 calls by the end of March compared to 54 

last year. As a result, they are showing some signs of fatigue and burn out is a concern. Officers 

continue to look at ways to alleviate the stress of the team while continuing to provide the same 

excellent service our department is known for throughout Otter Tail County.  

 

A motion was made by Maki to acknowledge receipt and review of the Fire Department Report 

as presented. Motion was seconded by Grotheer and carried by unanimous vote.  

 

Police Report – Chief Berndt referred to his report which was included in the packet.  The Department 

responded to 234 calls for service in March, issuing 0 parking tickets, 7 citations, and 0 arrests. Chief 

Berndt commented that with a new documentation process more minor calls are showing up on 

reports. Chief Berndt completed a 2-day training at the OTC Operations Center. He completed DARE 

lessons 3-7 and continues to work an amended schedule until a new officer is hired. Two full-time 

applications and 1 part-time have been received.  The police committee will review applications. 

Berndt submitted two quotes for a new squad, one Chevrolet Silverado and one Ford F150. The price 

with delivery of the Chevy was $56,100 and the Ford $55,145 after the State Bid discount. Nesland 

asked if specs are the same on each. Grotheer commented that since this is the first they have seen of 

the quotes, comparisons be made and decision be referred to the Police Committee to decide between 

the two. Clerk Roberts stated that there is money in reserve which was budgeted for purchase last 

year but it didn’t happen. Berndt commented that the cost of wrap and light installation will be above 

the quoted prices.  

 

A motion was made by Hammond to accept either of the proposed quotes contingent upon the 

Police Committee ‘s recommendation after a comparison is made of specs between the two. 

Motion was seconded by Maki and carried by unanimous vote.   

 

Motion by Maki to acknowledge receipt and review of the Police Department Report. Motion 

was seconded by Grotheer and carried by unanimous vote.  
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Public Works Report –Mattson referred to his report which was included in the packet. The brush 

pile has been  burned at the city yard site. Public works assisted the fire department with a house fire 

at 106 North Walker Ave. Mattson attended a climate resiliency meeting held by the U of M & West 

Central Initiative. Mattson also assisted with water tower level and tank mixer control design as part 

of the water treatment facility project. He conducted natural gas emergency training for the fire 

department. Summer banners have been put up around town. They will be replaced by the new banners 

celebrating the 250th birthday of the United States when those are ready. Mattson toured the City of 

Elbow Lake’s new water treatment facility with Apex and had a Q & A session with their operators. 

Their plant is similar to ours. Water has been turned on at Smith and Lund Parks as the Department 

cleans and prepares each park for spring.  Kyle received approval for road closure requests for the 

summer celebration to OTC Hwy and Sheriff’s Depts. The OTC Food Waste Recycling Kiosk at the 

food shelf is delivered and ready for use.  Mattson attended the county’s weed inspector’s meeting and 

a park board meeting. He also attended a 90% plan review meeting for the Water Treatment Facility 

Project. The MN Department of Health Drinking Water Section has reported very good lab results for 

our lead and copper sampling. The camp host who stayed in Smith Park last summer will be returning.  

 

A motion was made by Nesland to acknowledge receipt and review of the Public Works 

Department Report.  Motion was seconded by Hammond and carried by unanimous vote.  

      

Administration Report -   Clerk Roberts reported. There were no pay increases scheduled before the 

May meeting. Office staff continues to work with Tyler Technologies on the software. Plans are to go 

live on Financials and AP module May 4th.  We will go live with Payroll in June. Roberts continues to 

participate in the Family Resource Center progress and planning. Roberts coordinated the ordering of 

new street banners that will be paid for by sponsorships from local businesses for the Country’s 250th 

Anniversary. The C&C came up with the idea of sponsorships. Roberts finalized PFA applications 

with Michael Weber of Apex. She assisted Mitch Harry from the OTC HRA with our Small Cities 

Development Program application. It has been sent in and she received word that it was received by 

the State. Roberts completed the Age Friendly MN grant reporting paperwork and is hoping to 

purchase lights for the Walking Trail. Finally, Clerk Roberts asked for approval to hire Violet 

Radniecki as Pool Manager. 

 

A motion was made by Grotheer to acknowledge receipt and review of the Administration 

Report as presented as well as approval to hire Violet Radniecki as Pool Manager.  Motion was 

seconded by Maki and carried by unanimous vote.   

 

Public Requests – Brian Horn spoke. He recently purchased the small home at 204 West Nowell 

Street as a tax forfeited property. The home has been owned by the State since 2019. The property is 

valued at $12,000. After purchasing on the State’s auction website, he found that the property 

contains a past street assessment of $8,489.79. Horn requested that the City agree not to reassess the 

property for the 2006 street project’s special assessment. Grotheer asked whether neighboring 

properties are still paying on the assessment. Clerk Roberts stated the bond has been paid off and 

assessments are at the end of the 20 year assessment. Roberts stated that the City has a history of 

forgiving or lowering these assessments on tax forfeited property in the past to help get them cleaned 

up and on the tax roles. She cited several examples within the City. Discussion ensued.  
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A motion was made by Grotheer to forego the reassessment of the 2006 special assessment to 

the tax roles for property at 204 West Nowell Street.  Motion was seconded by Nesland and 

carried by unanimous vote.  

 

Horn thanked the Council.  

 

Boards, Commissions & Committee Reports 

 

Park Board- Nesland reported. The main discussion at the last meeting was regarding the purchase 

of safety nets at Lund Park for the softball fields. Quotes have come in at approximately $100,000. 

Other discussions included the joint purchase of wood chips with the school and whether or not to 

continue with the Community Garden. The next meeting is scheduled for May 20, 2026. 

 

Economic Development Authority -Draft Minutes from the March 19, 2026 meeting were included 

in the packet. David Heyer from MN DEED attended and spoke about the various state programs and 

resources available.  An application for the Downtown Matching Grant was received from Trinity 

Lutheran Church for the Preschool and was approved. The next meeting will be held April 15, 2026.  

 

Open Public Forum – At 5:00 Mayor Hetland asked whether anyone present wished to address the Council. 

No one was present with concerns. 

Financial Consent Agenda – A list of claims and financial reports were included in the packet along 

with an additional list of bills to pay.  

 

A motion was made by Hammond to approve the Financial Consent Agenda as presented as well 

as additional bills presented. The motion was seconded by Maki and carried by unanimous vote.   

 

Old Business-  

 

Employee Handbook-No discussion   

 

Council Communication Goals- Bylaws are in progress. A discussion of ways to improve the sound 

in the ballroom is ongoing. The group would like to consider working with an interior designer. The 

solar power system on the city hall building will start as soon as it is nice enough outside.  Annexation 

of the property on the north side of town was discussed. Clerk Roberts stated she hopes to have it 

completed by the end of this year.  

 

Ordinance Review- ongoing 

 

New Business –  

 

Resolution Acknowledging Donation to the City of New York Mills from West Central Initiative-

Resolution No. 04-14-2026.  Resolution No. 04-14-2026 was presented.  

 

 

CITY OF NEW YORK MILLS, 



   Page 5   

MINNESOTA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-2026 

 

RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING DONATION TO THE CITY OF NEW YORK MILLS FROM 

WEST CENTRAL INITIATIVE 

 

 WHEREAS, in March 2026, the City of New York Mills received a donation from West Central 

Initiative in the amount of $10,000 for a housing study and strategic framework.      

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NEW YORK MILLS, 

MINNESOTA THAT: the City Council of the City of New York Mills acknowledges and accepts the donation 

of $10,000 from West Central Initiative for a housing study and strategic framework. 

  

Adopted this 14th day of April, 2026, by the City Council of the City of New York Mills. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Latham Hetland, Mayor 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Julie Roberts, City Clerk 
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A motion was made by Nesland to approve Resolution No. 04-14-2026 . Motion was seconded    

by Grotheer and carried by unanimous vote.  

 

Resolution Acknowledging Cash Donation to the City of New York Mills DARE Program from 

an Anonymous Donor - Resolution No. 04-14-2026a.  Resolution No. 04-14-2026a was presented. 

 

CITY OF NEW YORK MILLS, 

MINNESOTA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-2026a 

 

RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING DONATION TO THE CITY OF NEW YORK MILLS FROM 

AN ANONYMOUS DONOR 

 

 WHEREAS, in March 2026, the City of New York Mills received a donation from an anonymous 

donor in the amount of $100 for the DARE program.      

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NEW YORK MILLS, 

MINNESOTA THAT: the City Council of the City of New York Mills acknowledges and accepts the donation 

of $100 from an anonymous donor for the DARE program. 

  

Adopted this 14th day of April 2026, by the City Council of the City of New York Mills. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Latham Hetland, Mayor 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Julie Roberts, City Clerk 
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A motion was made by Hammond to approve Resolution No. 04-14-2026a. Motion was seconded    

by Maki and carried by unanimous vote.  

Resolution to Designate Signature Authority for MN Housing Greater Minnesota Small Cities 

(Tier II) Housing Aid Grant Program Documents – Resolution No. 04-14-2026b- Resolution No. 

04-14-2026b was presented. 

CITY OF NEW YORK MILLS, 

MINNESOTA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-2026b 

RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE SIGNATURE AUTHORITY FOR MN HOUSING 

 GREATER MINNESOTA SMALL CITIES (TIER II CITIES) HOUSING AID GRANT  

PROGRAM DOCUMENTS 

 

WHEREAS, The City of New York Mills applied for a 2025 MN Housing “Greater Minnesota Small Cities 

(Tier II Cities) Housing Aid Grant Program in the amount of $150,000,  

WHEREAS, The City of New York Mills has been chosen to receive grant funds of $80,000, 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NEW YORK MILLS, 

MINNESOTA THAT:  official signers of contracts for the MN Housing Greater Minnesota Small Cities (Tier 

II Cities) Housing Aid Grant documents will be Latham H. Hetland, Mayor and Julie A Roberts, Clerk 

Treasurer 

Adopted this 14th day of April 2026, by the City Council of the City of New York Mills. 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Latham Hetland, Mayor 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Julie Roberts, City Clerk Treasurer 
 

 

A motion was made by Maki to approve Resolution No. 04-14-2026b. Motion was seconded    by 

Hammond and carried by unanimous vote.  

Otter Tail County Household Hazardous Waste Mobile Collection Day- Otter Tail County has 

asked for approval to schedule the OTC Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day in New York 

Mills for Wednesday, September 30, 2026 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Public Works Garage. 

 

A motion was made by Grotheer to approve scheduling the OTC Household Hazardous Waste 

Collection Day in New York Mills for September 30, 2026. Motion was seconded by Hammond 

and carried by unanimous vote.  
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Adjournment – A motion was made by Nesland to adjourn the meeting at 5:06 p.m. Motion was 

seconded by Hammond and carried by unanimous vote.    

 

Next Regular Meeting will be May 12, 2026 at 4:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the City 

Center Building located at 118 North Main Ave, New York Mills, MN.  

   

Respectfully submitted by,   

   

_____________________________   

Julie A. Roberts   

City Clerk(Notes taken and typed by Cheri Kopveiler, Administrative Assistant)          


