6/10/2025
Final Minutes

NEW YORK MILLS CITY COUNCIL
City Center Council Chambers
118 N Main Ave. New York Mills, MN
June 10, 2025
4:30 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM

Call to Order The regular meeting of the New York Mills City Council was called to order at 4:30 pm
in the Council Chambers of the City Center building at 118 N Main Ave, New York Mills, Minnesota,
all members of the Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted.

Members Present Hetland, Maki, Nesland, Hammond

Members Absent Grotheer

Staff Present City Clerk-Treasurer Julie Roberts, Administrative Assistant Cheri Kopveiler, Police
Chief Bobby Berndt, Public Works Director Kyle Mattson

Guests Present Michael Weber, Apex Engineering, Brian Sellers, Nikki Larabel

Call to Order The meeting was called to order by Mayor Hetland at 4:30 pm. A quorum was present.
Pledge of Allegiance

Additions, Changes or Deletions to Agenda and Approval of Final Agenda —

A motion was made by Maki to approve the final agenda as presented. Motion was seconded
by Hammond and carried by unanimous vote.

Approval of Minutes —

A motion was made by Hammond to approve minutes from the May 13, 2025 Regular Meeting.
Hammond’s motion was seconded by Nesland and carried by unanimous vote.

Communications & Recognitions — Mayor Hetland referred to an email regarding the new Maple
River - Cuyuna 345 kilovolt (kV) Transmission Project planned for our area from Otter Tail
Power/Minnesota Power. No action was needed.

Department Reports

Liquor Store Report —The Liquor Store Report was included in the packet. Combined gross sales for
the month of May were down 4% from prior year. Combined COGS were down 2.71 % as a percentage
of sales from prior year. Net revenues for the month of May were up 6.56% as a percentage of sales
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from prior year. Year-to-date Net Revenues are down 3.3% as a percentage of sales from prior year.
Payroll expenses were down .25% as a percentage of sales from last year.

A motion was made by Maki to acknowledge receipt and review of the Liquor Store Report as
presented. The motion was seconded by Hammond and carried by unanimous vote.

Fire Department Report — Chief Roder’s report was included in the packet. The Department
responded to 21 calls in May as follows: Medical 10, Fire 7, Motor Vehicle Accident 2, Mutual Aid 1
and 1 for a powerline down. May training consisted of powerline training with Lake Region Electric,
water rescue and wound care for trauma patients. June will consist of a walk through of the newly
remodeled Vitality Living and classroom portion of driver training for emergency vehicles.

A motion was made by Nesland to acknowledge receipt and review of the Fire Department Report
as presented. The motion was seconded by Maki and carried by unanimous vote.

Police Report — Chief Berndt referred to his report which was included in the packet. The Department
responded to 124 calls for service in May, issued 2 citations, 18 warnings and 1 arrest. Berndt reported
that the Department’s email was hacked on May 30™. Berndt worked with Arvig’s IT services to restore
use after hackers deleted sent files and archived incoming messages. The Dare program for this year is
complete. The Department organized the Dare graduation ceremony and pizza party, and assisted in this
year’s high school graduation event. Nesland asked Berndt what had been done with the recognition
award for the citizen who saved a woman from being hit by the BNSF train this spring. Chief Berndt
will look into that.

A motion was made by Hammond to acknowledge receipt and review of the Police Department
Report as presented. The motion was seconded by Maki and carried by unanimous vote.

Public Works Report —Mattson addressed the Council. Preparations have been completed for opening
of the Pool for the season. The safety and health inspection was done and the pool opened today. A
leaking water line that was found on West Nowell and Frazee Street last February has been repaired. Two
of last year’s three summer employees have come back. Mattson will be filling the remaining position in
the next couple of weeks. Mattson reported that Dylan Ness began work May 19" and has been catching
on very well. Flow Measurement & Control has performed annual flow meter calibrations at the water
treatment and wastewater treatment facilities. New mower and trencher attachments and summer canopy
were ordered for the new Ventrac. Mattson stated that at the last Public Works Committee meeting, they
discussed future fleet vehicle replacements, cleaning remaining scrap metal up in the South Point walking
area. They also discussed rates for labor and equipment used to mow back tax properties, trimming and
cleaning for the county within city limits and ordinance lawns, as well as rates for sidewalk snow
removal. Mattson asked for approval to take time off from June 20™-28™. Nesland asked about the
retainage for final site work on the sand/salt building. He asked if the City could give them a 6-week
notice. Mattson replied that the City crew already started today on the work, but the contractor will finish.

A motion was made by Hammond to acknowledge receipt and review of the Public Works
Department Report as well as approval for Mattson’s request for time off. Motion was seconded
by Nesland and carried by unanimous vote.

Administration Report - Clerk Roberts reported. There are two step raises due this month for Karissa
Doyle to Step 3 and Brent Cooley to Step 2. Roberts has closed on the two lots in Country View. 4 lots
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remain. She has been working with Arvig’s IT Department to get new laptops installed in the office.
Roberts has asked for a review of the credit card fees for the liquor store. This resulted in a change of
processor for the off-sale, which should save a substantial amount of money in processing fees. Midco
has asked if the City would allow them to provide free public wi-fi at the pool and possibly Lund Park
for a period of 5 years. They are sending someone out to take a look at the possibility. Counselor Maki
will check on the quality of the school’s wi-fi access. Roberts has been working on completing the
Greater Minnesota Housing Infrastructure Grant application, due on June 12, 2025. Roberts met with
Senator Rasmusson along with Mayor Hetland and Counselor Nesland to discuss the bonding bill and
for a “get to know us” opportunity. Clerk Roberts finished the renewal process with LMC Insurance Trust
for the next year’s liability and property coverage. Installation of the new emergency siren in Hidden
Trails Park has been completed. Testing of the siren will be done next week. She will now work on
getting reimbursed from the grant the City received. Shelters and benches have arrived for the South
Point walking trail. Roberts will work with MN Age Friendly group on the grant reporting and
reimbursement of grant funds.

A motion was made by Nesland to acknowledge receipt and review of the Administration Report.
Motion was seconded by Hammond and carried by unanimous vote.

Open Forum- No one was present with concerns.

Public Requests- Brian Sellers & Nikki Larabel-Request for exception to farm animal ordinance-
Nikki Larabel of 417 E Park Street spoke concerning their pet goat Carl and duck, Howard. The City’s
ordinance requires ownership of 5 acres or more to house small farm animals. Larabel stated that they
own just over 3 acres, mostly wooded, but asked that the Council consider an exception as the two
animals are more than pets to them. They have spoken with neighbor Gary Salo who owns 3 parcels
adjoining their property. Salo had no issues with the animals. The Council discussed a confinement
plan, licensing, location within the city and possible issues. Larabel and Sellers stated they would not
be adding other farm animals but would be grateful to be allowed these two. They do have a dog and
cat as well which will be getting licensed. Councilor Nesland felt there should be some type of
licensing created like dog and cat licenses, and an agreement drawn up with restrictions in order to
approve an exception. Discussion ensued.

A motion was made by Nesland to authorize an exception to the ordinance’s requirement for 5
acres to allow Larabel and Sellers to keep Carl the Goat and Howard the Duck on their property
at 417 E. Park Street subject to a signed agreement with the City. Motion was seconded by
Hammond and carried by unanimous vote.

Clerk Roberts will come up with an agreement and follow up with them.

Boards, Commissions & Committee Reports

Economic Development Authority -Draft Minutes from the May 21, 2025 meeting were included in

the packet. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 17, 2025.

Other Committee Talking Points- Utility/Public Works Committee- The Council briefly discussed
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options for the future of winter sidewalk cleaning for downtown businesses. They will bring this up
again at the July meeting.

Financial Consent Agenda — A list of claims and financial reports were included in the packet as well
as an additional bill from Lumber Depot.

A motion was made by Hammond to approve the Financial Consent Agenda as presented along
with the additional bill presented. The motion was seconded by Maki and carried by unanimous
vote.

Old Business and Tabled Items — None
New Business —
Hammond and Berndt left the meeting at 5:08 p.m.

Apex-NYM Water Treatment Plant-Task Order #8-Michael Weber- Michael Weber requested
approval to move forward with the preliminary design phase for the Water Treatment Plant. A Preliminary
Engineering Report was prepared and presented last month. The next step is approval of the preliminary
design phase as presented which will include layouts along with water quality and design. Cost for the
preliminary design is $99,600 with final development of the Basis of Design Technical Memorandum
(BODTM) complete by September 22, 2025. Approval will assist in getting the designs specs done and
approved by the Department of Health this fall. Nesland asked if the lower flow rate with the new
treatment plant will affect insurance rates. Weber replied that the flow rate is lower but a mixer is being
added to the water tower to utilize more storage capacity and increase production rates. Nesland
commented that he has been asked why the City doesn’t use the old wells in addition. Weber replied that
there would be a problem getting water from the existing wells to the treatment plant. A kick off meeting
will be held with city staff within the next couple of weeks.

A motion was made by Nesland to approve Task Order #8 approving completion of the preliminary
design phase. Motion was seconded by Maki and carried by unanimous vote.

Lease Agreement with Mahube-OTWA-Child Care Facility — Clerk Roberts stated that the lease is
coming due on August 1, 2025 for the daycare facility. The agreement has no changes from the
previous lease and would extend the agreement for another 2 years. Payments have covered utilities,
with a small amount going into a facility reserve.

A motion was made by Maki to approve the Lease Agreement as presented. Motion was seconded
by Hetland and carried by unanimous vote.

Resolution Acknowledging Cash Donation to the City of New York Mills from NYM Eagles

Booster Club for Lund Park Batting Cage Turf-Resolution No. 06-10-2025- Resolution No. 06-10-
2025 was presented.
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Motion was made by Maki to approve Resolution No. 06-10-2025 as presented. Motion was
seconded by Nesland and carried by unanimous vote.

Councilman Nesland asked whether any progress has been made on looking for safety nets for the
ballfield fences at Lund Park. Clerk Roberts is working on getting that information.

Resolution Acknowledging Cash Donation to the City of New York Mills from F & M Bank-
Resolution No. 06-10-2025a for Legried Community Pool- Resolution No. 06-10-2025a was
presented.

Motion was made by Maki to approve Resolution No. 06-10-2025a. Motion was seconded by
Nesland and carried by unanimous vote.

Resolution Acknowledging Council Support of the Greater Minnesota Housing Infrastructure

Grant Program Application-Resolution No. 06-10-2025b- Resolution No. 06-10-2025b was
presented.

Motion was made by Maki to approve Resolution No. 06-10-2025b. Motion was seconded by
Hetland and carried by unanimous vote.

Adjournment — A motion was made by Nesland to adjourn the meeting at 5:25 p.m. Motion was
seconded by Maki and carried by unanimous vote.

Next Regular Meeting will be July 8, 2025 at 4:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the City
Center Building located at 118 North Main Ave, New York Mills, MN.

Respectfully submitted by,

Julie A. Roberts
City Clerk(Notes taken and typed by Cheri Kopveiler, Administrative Assistant)
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