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                      Final Minutes            

     

NEW YORK MILLS CITY COUNCIL   

City Center Council Chambers 

 118 N Main Ave. New York Mills, MN 

                                                                     October 14, 2025 

                                                                         4:30 p.m.   

    

CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM   

 

Call to Order   The regular meeting of the New York Mills City Council was called to order at 4:30 pm in the 

Council Chambers of the City Center building at 118 N Main Ave, New York Mills, Minnesota, all members of 

the Council having been notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted.     

   

Members Present    Hetland, Maki, Nesland, Grotheer, Hammond 

   

Members Absent    

   

Staff Present City Clerk-Treasurer Julie Roberts, Administrative Assistant Cheri Kopveiler, Public Works 

Director Kyle Mattson, Liquor Store Manager Lana Jacobson 

 

Guests Present   Matt Wedde 

                                      

Call to Order   The meeting was called to order by Mayor Hetland at 4:30 pm. A quorum was present.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Additions, Changes or Deletions to Agenda and Approval of Final Agenda –   

 

A motion was made by Maki to approve the final agenda as presented. Motion was seconded by 

Hammond and carried by unanimous vote.    

   

   Approval of Minutes –    

   

   A motion was made by Nesland to approve minutes from the September 9, 2025 Regular Meeting.   

Motion was seconded by Maki and carried by unanimous vote.    

   

Communications & Recognitions – Mayor Hetland stated that an invitation was received from Senator Jordan 

Rasmussen to a summit entitled “Unlocking State & Federal Funding for Your Community” to be held at 

Thumper Pond on November 6, 2025 from 8 am-Noon. Mayor Hetland has received a letter from the League 

regarding the “Mayor for a Day” Essay Contest. This information will be forwarded to the school. 
   

 

 

 

 

 



Department Reports    

   

Liquor Store Report – Manager Lana Jacobson referred to the Liquor Store Report which was included in the 

packet.  Combined gross sales for the month of September were down 1% from prior year. Combined COGS 

were down 2.49 % as a percentage of sales from prior year.  Net revenues for the month of September were up 

1.49% as a percentage of sales from prior year. Year-to-date Net Revenues are down 2.31% as a percentage of 

sales from prior year. Payroll expenses were down .87% as a percentage of sales from last year.  Lana asked that 

the Council ratify the hiring of Corey Anderson as a part-time bartender. Upcoming events are Trivia Night on 

October 24th and musical entertainment the night before Thanksgiving.  

 

A motion was made by Hammond to acknowledge receipt and review of the Liquor Store Report as 

presented, as well as ratifying the hiring of Corey Anderson. The motion was seconded by Grotheer and 

carried by unanimous vote.   

 

Police Report – Chief Berndt’s report was included in the packet.  The Department responded to 177 calls for 

service in September, issued 6 citations, 22 warnings and 3 arrests. Officer Timothy Schaefer submitted his 

resignation letter. The POST Board completed their audit of the Department’s legislative mandates and POST 

Board rules. Berndt completed BCA single certification training. Officers Tharaldson and Schaefer attended 

Investigation’s 101 Training.   

 

A motion was made by Maki to acknowledge receipt and review of the Police Report as well as the 

resignation of Officer Tim Schaefer. Motion was seconded by Hammond and carried by unanimous vote.  

 

Public Works Report –Mattson addressed the Council. Mattson thanked the volunteers who helped with the 

OTC Household Hazardous Waste Collection on September 12th. Water main valve exercising, fire hydrant 

flushing and winterizing is complete. Mattson met with an arborist to discuss the emerald ash borer infestation 

found in the Deer Creek and Wadena areas. We are in the monitoring stage and the Park Board will inventory ash 

trees on city owned land next Spring. The Sensus AMI meter reading system has been commissioned and 

Administrative Assistant Jenny Geiser is working with Core & Main and Tyler Technologies to build meter 

analytics and billing portions. They will be used for the first time the end of this month. JPK Engineering has 

started on the City Center boiler project design. They will have a cost opinion within the next few weeks. Kyle is 

working on a proposal for two backup power generators for the City Center and City Hall/Fire Station to have 

ready if grant funding becomes available. Priority will be for the City Center since the Hall building will have 

some emergency power with the solar project. Wastewater irrigators have been winterized and aeration nozzles 

at the water plant have been changed out. Mattson has received three quotes from elevator contractors for the 

City Center elevator upgrades.  Otis Elevator had the low quote at $90,500. Mattson recommended going with 

Otis as they are the company that currently services our elevator. He is waiting for one more fire alarm contractor 

to provide a quote for that system. Iron Fireman performed the annual inspection of the boilers at City Hall. 

System Technologies performed an annual inspection of the City Hall fire alarm system today.  

 

A motion was made by Hammond to acknowledge receipt and review of the Public Works Department 

Report and to recommend going with Otis Elevator’s quote for upgrades to the City Center elevator. 

Motion was seconded by Nesland and carried by unanimous vote.  

      

Administration Report -   Clerk Roberts reported. There are no step raises due before the November meeting. 

Office staff continues to work with Tyler Technologies on the software upgrades. Jenny is working with Tyler 

Technologies and Core & Main on the automatic meter read updates. Clerk Roberts continues to work with 

Flaherty & Hood on the police union contract. Julie is working on grant reporting requirements for th MN Age 

Friendly Grant for shelters at the South Point Walking Trail and has submitted documents for grant funding to 

West Central for Energy Efficiency Grant for the new water treatment facility and well project. We should be 



receiving $20,000 of grant dollars toward the project. Roberts is also reviewing benefits for the open enrollment 

period. She has ordered the pet station and tourism pamphlet board as directed by the EDA. Roberts expressed 

her appreciation for employees from Magnifi who spent the day cleaning the yard at the daycare and food shelf 

as a volunteer project. Admin Assistant Cheri Kopveiler ordered and received the life-saving award plaque for 

John Wangler for his act of bravery last November. The Council can hopefully present the award at the next 

council meeting. Mayor Hetland asked if there was a timeline for the solar project. Roberts replied that we 

received the grant for $39,000 today. She hopes to be getting scheduled coordinated in the next week or so.  

 

A motion was made by Nesland to acknowledge receipt and review of the Administration Report. Motion 

was seconded by Maki and carried by unanimous vote.   

 

Boards, Commissions & Committee Reports 

 

Economic Development Authority -Draft Minutes from the September 17, 2025 meeting were included in the 

packet. The next meeting will be held tomorrow, October 15, 2025. Clerk Roberts stated that there are still grant 

funds available for the Downtown Revitalization Grant as well as Revolving Loan Funds for businesses.  

 

Zoning Committee- Draft minutes from the October 7, 2025 meeting were included in the packet. Kerry 

Saewert was appointed to the Zoning Committee. The Committee received a notice of resignation from Kyle 

Mattson as Zoning Administrator effective the end of this year. Discussion was held regarding finding an outside 

person to do this job. This will be referred to the Council. Rick Grotheer was appointed as Zoning Committee 

Chair.  

 

Park Board- The Park Board has met twice in the past month. The Board discussed an issue with sprinklers at 

Lund Park. Council Nesland commented that the safety nets at Lund Park need to be put back on the agenda. He 

commented that possibly funds could be raised engaging the School, Baseball Association, Softball Association, 

Park Board and City. Trimming the basswood tree in Central Park to make the flag display more visible was 

discussed.  

 

Other Committee Talking Points- Utility/Public Works Committee- Councilman Nesland reported.  

 The emerald ash borer infestation was discussed. The County will inspect and assist in taking infected trees down. 

They want to bring attention to the Public. They also discussed having someone plant an agricultural crop in the 

center of the walking trail to keep weeds down. The Committee discussed hiring an outside person to take over 

the Zoning Administrator position. They suggested paying that person a $5,000 stipend.  

 

Financial Consent Agenda – A list of claims and financial reports were included in the packet as well as some 

additional bills.  

 

A motion was made by Hammond to approve the Financial Consent Agenda as presented along with the 

additional bills presented. The motion was seconded by Grotheer and carried by unanimous vote.   

 

Old Business-  

 

Employee Handbook- No discussion  

 

Council Communication Goals- No discussion  

 

Ordinance Review- No discussion  



 

Cannabis Discussion on if we would like to do our own ordinance and repeal delegation to the County- 

Clerk Roberts stated that she has checked with a couple of cities but would like to get more feedback on 

compliance and help in getting up to speed on everything the City would be required to do. The preliminary 

licensing would be done at the state level before coming to the City level. Roberts stated if the Council chooses 

to do this, they would need to hold a public hearing in November and then work on putting together an ordinance 

of our own. Wedde indicated he has been getting a lot of support from residents. Discussion ensued.  

 

A motion was made by Hetland to hold a public hearing in November to consider repealing the delegation 

of regulations for cannabis dispensaries from Otter Tail County and writing our own ordinance. Motion 

was seconded by Hammond.  After additional discussion a roll call vote was taken with the following result: 

In favor: Hetland.  Against: Nesland, Maki, Hammond, Grotheer. Motion failed to pass.   

 

Open Forum- No one was present with concerns. 

 

Public Requests- None 

 

New Business – Councilor Nesland stated that the City received a request from Perham Area EMS asking for 

financial support for their ambulance services as they are facing a $360,000 operating deficit in 2025. The City 

of New York Mills is not in Perham’s service area but Perham is reaching out to surrounding townships and 

communities who receive EMS services to fill that gap. The City is in Wadena’s area (Astera EMS). Perham EMS 

is requesting $10,800 from the City, but would accept any amount. Discussion ensued. Clerk Roberts stated that 

the request should have come in before the City’s tax levy was set and budgets finalized as there would not be 

anything built into the 2026 budget and that is where any donation would need to come from. Nesland commented 

that he wouldn’t mind giving some type of donation.  Hetland stated he would like to have a representative come 

to a Council meeting to talk. Grotheer commented he would like to know more information on area townships 

are opting out. Clerk Roberts will send them a letter asking them to attend a meeting in the next couple of months.  

 

A motion was made by Grotheer to table any decision on the Perham EMS request. Motion was seconded 

by Hammond and carried by unanimous vote.  

 

Resolution to Certify Unpaid Utility Bill to the County Auditor-Resolution No. 10-14-2025-Resolution No. 

10-14-2025 was presented. 

 

 

 

CITY OF NEW YORK MILLS, 

MINNESOTA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-2025 

 

RESOLUTION TO CERTIFY UNPAID UTILITY BILL TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR  

FOR INCLUSION ON THE TAX ROLLS 

 



 WHEREAS, the City of New York Mills has several past due utility accounts on residential and 

commercial properties; 

 WHEREAS, the City has attempted resolution of these accounts with the property owner but they remain 

unpaid;  

 WHEREAS, the City is authorized to collect these unpaid utility fees in accordance with City Ordinance 

#117, Section 1.05, Subdivision 8 and City Ordinance 106, section 106.01, and pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 

443.015, 444.075, Subd. 3, 366.012, 415.01, 429.101, and 463.15 through 463.26. 

 WHEREAS, the City wishes to protect its interests in collection of these delinquent amounts in the event 

that any of these properties are sold or otherwise transferred to new owners, and desires to ensure that obligations 

of the current owners are certified to the property taxes to secure the City’s right to collect these charges in the 

event that any ownership transfers occur.  

 FURTHERMORE, it is now deemed necessary to certify the unpaid amounts due and payable to the 

Otter Tail County Auditor to be collected with the 2025 real estate taxes payable in 2026, or from the sales 

proceeds in the event of any property sales or transfers, for these subject debts as follows: 

 

1) PARCEL 73000990628000, 428 S. Main Ave., Owner(s) Howard Tolkinen 

Water $208.65, Sewer $658.65, Gas $154.48, or total due of $1021.78 

 

2) PARCEL 73000990342000, 12 N. Broadway Ave, Owner(s) Jonathan Niehaus 

Water $206.29, Sewer $520.85, Gas $59.91, or total due of $787.05 

 

 

Totals to be certified:  Water $414.94, Sewer $1179.50, Gas $214.39 or total due of $1808.83 

  

  NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NEW YORK MILLS, 

MINNESOTA THAT the above named property owners will be sent a final billing and certification notice, in 

the format as shown in Exhibit A attached hereto, providing a final deadline for payment in full of the outstanding 

amounts due prior to certification to the Otter Tail County Auditor.  Any of the above listed utility amounts which 

remain unpaid as of 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 29, 2025, will be submitted to the Otter Tail County 

Auditor’s office for certification as provided herein. 

  

Adopted by the New York Mills City Council this 14th Day of October, 2025 

_____________________________   ___________________________________ 

Latham Hetland, Mayor     Julie Roberts, City Clerk 

 

 

A motion was made by Grotheer to approve Resolution No. 10-14-2025. Motion was seconded by Maki and 

carried by unanimous vote. 

 



Local Government Resolution for Small Cities Development Program Funding-Resolution No. 10-14-

2025a- Resolution No. 10-14-2025a was presented. 

 

CITY OF NEW YORK MILLS, 

MINNESOTA 

RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-2025a 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION FOR SMALL CITIES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

FUNDING 

Applicant Name: City of New York Mills 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of New York Mills act as the legal sponsor for the project contained in 

the Application to be submitted on November 25, 2025, and that the Mayor and City Clerk Treasurer 

are hereby authorized to apply to the Department of Employment and Economic Development for 

funding of this project on behalf of the City of New York Mills. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of New York Mills has the legal authority to apply for financial 

assistance, and the institutional, managerial and financial capability to ensure adequate construction, 

operation, maintenance and replacement of the proposed project for its design life. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of New York Mills has not violated any Federal, State or local 

laws pertaining to fraud, bribery, graft, kickbacks, collusion, conflict of interest or other unlawful or corrupt 

practice. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of its application by the State, the City of New York Mills 

may enter into an agreement with the State of Minnesota for the approved project, and that 

the City of New York Mills certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in all 

contract agreements. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and the City Clerk Treasurer, or their successors in 

office, are hereby authorized to execute such agreements, and amendments thereto, as are necessary to 

implement the project on behalf of the Applicant. 

I CERTIFY THAT the above resolution was adopted by the City Council of New York Mills on October 

14, 2025. 

 

SIGNED: WITNESSED: 

 

 

  

Latham H Hetland Jenny Geiser 
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(Title) (Date) 

 

 

 

 

  
Julie A Roberts 

 

       City Clerk Treasurer  
(Title) (Date) 

 

Clerk Roberts stated that surveys were sent out to city residents (which are due October 17th) to gather 

information on whether there is interest in applying for grant funding from the Small Cities Development 

Program. New York Mills is the focus area being considered now and under the grant, homeowners, rental 

housing owners and commercial businesses would be able to apply for funds to make improvements to their 

buildings. Funds are a deferred loan which is either fully or partially forgivable.   

A motion was made by Hammond to approve Resolution No. 10-14-2025a. Motion was seconded by 

Grotheer and carried by unanimous vote.  

Resolution Acknowledging Donation to the City of New York Mills from the Perham Masonic Lodge- 

for the DARE Program. Resolution No. 10-14-2025b- Resolution No. 10-14-2025b was presented.  

 

CITY OF NEW YORK MILLS, 

MINNESOTA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-2025b 

 

RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING DONATION TO THE CITY OF NEW YORK MILLS FROM THE 

PERHAM MASONIC LODGE 

 

WHEREAS, in October 2025, the City of New York Mills received a donation from the Perham Masonic Lodge in the 

amount of $300 for the DARE program.      

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NEW YORK MILLS, MINNESOTA 

THAT: the City Council of the City of New York Mills acknowledges and accepts the donation of $300 from the Perham 

Masonic Lodge for the DARE program. 
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Adopted this 14th day of October, 2025, by the City Council of the City of New York Mills. 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Latham Hetland, Mayor 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Julie Roberts, City Clerk 

 

 

A motion was made by Nesland to approve Resolution No. 10-14-2025b. Motion was seconded by Grotheer 

and carried by unanimous vote.  

 

Resolution Acknowledging Donation to the City of New York Mills from the Minnesota Masonic Charities- 

for the DARE Program. Resolution No. 10-14-2025c- Resolution No. 10-14-2025c was presented.  

 

CITY OF NEW YORK MILLS, 

MINNESOTA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-2025c 

 

RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING DONATION TO THE CITY OF NEW YORK MILLS FROM THE 

MINNESOTA MASONIC CHARITIES 

 

WHEREAS, in October 2025, the City of New York Mills received a donation from the  Minnesota Masonic Charities 

in the amount of $300 for the DARE program.      

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NEW YORK MILLS, MINNESOTA 

THAT: the City Council of the City of New York Mills acknowledges and accepts the donation of $300 from Minnesota 

Masonic Charities for the DARE program. 
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Adopted this 14th day of October, 2025, by the City Council of the City of New York Mills. 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Latham Hetland, Mayor 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Julie Roberts, City Clerk 

 

A motion was made by Hammond to approve Resolution No. 10-14-2025c. Motion was seconded by 

Maki and carried by unanimous vote.  
 
 

 Adjournment – A motion was made by Hammond to adjourn the meeting at 5:16 p.m. Motion was 

seconded by Maki and carried by unanimous vote.    

 

Next Regular Meeting will be November 18, 2025 at 4:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the City 

Center Building located at 118 North Main Ave, New York Mills, MN.  

   

Respectfully submitted by,   

   

_____________________________   

Julie A. Roberts   

City Clerk(Notes taken and typed by Cheri Kopveiler, Administrative Assistant)          


