
SUMMARY MINUTES                   New 

New York Mills City Council  

118 N Main Ave 

New York Mills, MN                  

August 18, 2026 4:30 p.m.  

Members present: Hammond, Grotheer, Nesland, Maki  

Absent: Hetland  

Staff present: Public Works Director Mattson, Public Works Employee Jason Hotakainen, Liquor Store Manager Jacobson, 

Police Chief Berndt, Police Officer Logyn Tharaldson, Clerk Treasurer Roberts, Administrative Assistant Kopveiler 

Guests Present: Chad Koenen-NYM Dispatch, Tim & Terri Muehler-Mills Country Market, Sommer Dow, Katlin 

Schaefer, Lonnie Hellerud 

Call to Order by Marsha Maki at 4:30 p.m.  A quorum was present.  

Pledge of Allegiance  

Final Agenda Adoption–Motion by Nesland to approve the agenda with addition of New Business-Resolution No. 08-18-

2026d-Resolution Acknowledging Participation in the Greater MN Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Program, 2nd by 

Hammond, Vote u/c 

Approval of Minutes from July 14, 2026 Regular Meeting - Motion by Hammond to approve, 2nd by Grotheer. Vote u/c   

Communications & Recognitions – None 

Department Reports   

Liquor Store Report – Motion by Grotheer to approve, 2nd by Hammond Vote u/c  

Fire Dept Report- None 

Police Department Report – Motion by Nesland to approve receipt and review of report as well as approval for Officer 

Tharaldson to obtain DARE certification, 2nd by Grotheer. Vote u/c 

Utilities Department Report – Motion by Nesland to approve, 2nd by Hammond Vote u/c .   

Administration Report – Motion by Hammond to approve report, 2nd by Grotheer.  Vote u/c.  

Committee Reports- 

Park Board – Draft minutes in packet from July 22, 2026 meeting. Next meeting Wednesday, October 14, 2026. 

Economic Development Authority-Draft minutes in packet from July 15, 2026 meeting. Next Meeting July 15, 2026.  

Zoning Committee- Draft minutes in packet for July 21, 2026 meeting. Next meeting date undetermined.  

Financial Consent Agenda, Financial Reports & Payment of Financial Claims-Motion by Hammond to approve along with 

additional bills presented, 2nd by Grotheer.  Vote u/c 

Old Business -  

Analysis Regarding Off-Sale Liquor Store moving to Miller Street –Motion by Hammond to follow recommendation of 
outside consultant to keep municipal liquor store where it is and not move from present location to Miller Street, 2nd by 
Maki.  Vote as follows:  In Favor: Hammond, Maki.  Against: Grotheer, Nesland. Motion failed.   
Public Requests- Katlin Schaefer spoke regarding the open police officer position and recommendations for the police 
department.  
Open Public Forum –  Tim Muehler spoke regarding the need for a 3rd police officer.  Sommer Dow spoke in support of 
continuing the DARE program, to encourage the purchase of body cameras for the police department and installation of 
24/7 available AED’s in the community.  
At 5:15 p.m. a Public Hearing was Held Regarding Updates to Ordinance No. 129 Governing Weed and Grass Control-  

The Regular Council meeting reconvened at 5:28 p.m. 

New Business -  

Ordinance No. 129 Ordinance Governing Weed & Grass Control -Action on Ordinance No. 129 – Motion by Hammond to 

approve revisions to Ordinance No. 129 Governing Weed and Grass Control, 2nd by Nesland. Vote u/c. 

Resignation of Public Works Director – Motion by Nesland to accept resignation of Kyle Mattson as Public Works Director 

as well as to name Jason Hotakainen interim Public Works Director and advertise for part time cleaner, 2nd by Hammond. 

Vote u/c. 

Resolution Acknowledging Donation to City of New York Mills from VFW Post 3289 for $1,000 to be used for the DARE 

Program – Resolution No. 08-18-2026 – Motion by Hammond to approve, 2nd by Grotheer. Vote u/c 

Resolution Acknowledging Donation to City of New York Mills from Mills Athletic Association for $2,000 to be used for 

the baseball field project in Hidden Trails Park – Resolution No. 08-18-2026a -Motion by Grotheer to approve, 2nd by 

Hammond. Vote u/c. 

 

 

 



Resolution Acknowledging Donation to City of New York Mills from the New York Mills Lions Club for $6,000 to be used 

for the baseball field project in Hidden Trails Park – Resolution No. 08-18-2026b - Motion by Nesland to approve, 2nd by 

Hammond. Vote u/c. 

Resolution Acknowledging Donation to City of New York Mills from Wadena Elks Club for $250 to be used for the DARE 

Program – Resolution No. 08-18-2026c -Motion by Grotheer to approve, 2nd by Hammond. Vote u/c. 

Application for payment to Esser Plumbing and Heating, Inc. for progress billings on the City Center Boiler Project – 

Motion by Nesland to approve, 2nd by Hammond. In favor: Nesland, Maki, Hammond with Grotheer abstaining. Motion 

carried. 

Resolution Acknowledging Participation in the Greater MN Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Program – Resolution No. 08-

18-2026d – Motion by Hammond to approve, 2nd by Grotheer. Vote u/c. 

Adjournment- Motion by Nesland to adjourn at 5:39 p.m. 2nd by Grotheer. Vote u/c. 

 

                                    Next Regular Meeting  

                               Tuesday, September 8, 2026  


